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EXECWWE SUMMARY

CLIMATE CHANGE IS A HUMAN RIGHTS CRISIS

The climate emergency is a human rights crisis of unprecedented proportior@limate change threatens the
enjoyment ofcivil, political, economic, social and cultural rightef present and future generatins and,
ultimately, the future of humanity When cimate changerelated impacts hit a country or a community, the
knock-on effects can seriously undermine the enjoyment of the right to life lived in dignity, endanger a range
of freedoms, and inmany caseseven put at risk the cultural survival of entire pples.

At the current level of1.1°C of global warming above préndustrial levels we are already witnessing
devastating impacts, such as heatwaves and unprecedented wildfirdsck-to-back tropical sbrms of high
intensity and severe drought. These events, together with the stowset impacts of climate change such as
sealevel rise, severely affect the enjoyment of the human rights of millions of pegpfeluding the rights to
life, water, food, houéng, health, sanitation,adequate standard of livingwork, development, healthy
environment, culture, selfdetermination as well as the right to be free from discrimination and cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment, among othersThis publication descrikes how people are denied
enjoyment of these rights due to climate change, and what the future threats afar example, about 6,300
people died in the aftermath of supetyphoon Haiyan in the Philippines in 2013 and almost 4 milliowere
affected by the 2AL9 cyclones in Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe, being killed, displaced and losing
access to schools, hospitals and sanitatiofccording to the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centreno
average, 20.88 million people were internl displaced every yeaby weatherrelated events between 2008
and 2018.

= T S aa ¢ Local villagers seea dried river bed
- in2015 in Satkhira, Bangladesh.
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Bangladesh is one of the most vulne
continental countries to climate chai
Its people are threateneshldg\se| 8BS
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Every further increase of global average temperature will aggravate the impacts of climate change for people
and the planet.For example, the World Health Orgaration predict that climate change is expeted to

cause 250,000 additional deaths per year between 2030 and 2050 due to malaria, malnutrition, diarrhoea
and heat stress The World Food Programme expects that climate change could lead to a22ncrease in

global hunger and ménutrition by 2050. A 2°C rise in global temperature would lead to more than 1 billion
people suffering from a severe reduction in water resources.

Scientists have confirmed that it is crucial that global warming is maintained within 1.5°C. For examphe, t
Intergovernmental Pael on Climate ChangélPCC)estimated that lolding the increase in the global average
temperature to 15°C could+ comparedwith 2°C + result in 420 million fewer people frequently exposed to
extreme heatwaves, reduce the number gfeople exposed to climat-induced water stress by 50% and
reduce the risk of coastal flooding by up to 80% for small island developing statd@$e 1.5°C threshold can
still be met but urgent and wideranging measures are needed and the window for actiondtosing rapidly.
Once carbon emissions are reduced to zero, states will need to establish a further, lower threshold for the
global average temperature that reduces even further the harmful impacts on human rights that have
occurred even at the current gibal average temperature

The climate crisis isa manifestation of deeprooted injustices. Although climatehangeis a global problem
affecting everybody, it disproportionately affectadividuals andgroups who arealreadysubjected to multiple
and intersecting forms of discuinination or who are marginalized as a result of structural inequalities,
ingrained practices or official policieshat unfairly distribute resources, power and privilegé&or example,
women are often confined to roles and jobs thamake them more reliant @ natural resources and therefore
more exposed to climate impactsBecause theyface barriers in accessing financial or technical resources
are denied land ownership, they are less able to adapt to climate chan@®zcause IndigenousPeoples
heavily relyon the natural environment for their livelihoods, housing, medicines and cultural identity, and
because they often live in areas prone tdimate-related disasters due to a history of expropriation and
forced evictions, they are among the groups sufferirthe most from climate impacts. People with disabilities
are at greater risk duringclimate disasters comparedvith people without disabilies and their needs and
voices are generally neglected in disaster risk reduction strategi@is publication descibes the way in
which climate change impacts these groups as well as other people marginalized on Haesis of gender,
class, caste, race ad minority status, disability, age and migration status.

The climate crisis also disproportionally affects peopie developing countries, especially in loMying small
island states and least developed countries, due not only to their exposure to clieaeelated disasters, but
also to underlying political and soci@conomic factorsthat amplify the impacts of thosesvents including the
lasting consequences of colonialisimClimate change will not only perpetuate the effects of colonialism but,
in effect, it is a new form of atmospheric colonization by states that had established colonial empires, and
the states basedon the settler societies they left behind. The climate scientists James Hansen and Makiko
Sato have shown that btween 1751 and 2014, the LBA, UK and Germany produce@umulative per capita
greenhouse gasesGHG emissions that were at least six times high than the global average. Russia,
Canada and Australia meanwhile produced four to five times the global averaBesponsibility for climag
change closely tracks privilege across the world. OXFAM has calculated tmatf 1990 to 2015, the richest
10% ofs gd v nqk c - abouw63®mntilllon pedple)weré responsible for more than half of the
cumulative carbon emissions, while the poore&0% (about 3.1 billion people) were responsible for just 7%
ne btltk > shud dl hrr hnmr - s@®@gudtiorvwere kespgnkilderfar thedethissioe of s g d
more than twiceas much carbon dioxide(CQ) as the poorer half of the world combined

HUMN RIGHTS ARE ESSENTIAL TO TACKLE
THE CLIMATE CRISIS

Under international tuman rightslaw, states have legal and eforceable obligations to tackle the climate
crisis. When states fail to takesufficient measures to prevent human rights harms caused by olate change,
including foreseeable longerm harms, theyviolatetheir obligations under human rights law

International human rights law provides extensive legally binding obligations that can be used to demand
effective climate change policies and measas. Human rights law also provides extensive tools to enforce
rs sdr - k dfSimikarlynhamaim rightsspinciptes and standards provide significant guidance to
establish the responsibility of businesses in relation to the climate crisiéuman rights are therefore essential
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to hold states and corporations accountable for the human rights harms related to dim change for which
they are responsible.

Recognizing that theclimate emergencyis a human rights crisis isalso important as it can broaden the
spectrum of people inspired to campaign for a just and rapid response to tackling climate change.
Campaigningand advocatng on the basis of human rightst as opposed to solely environmental protectian
can motivate sone decisionmakers to adopt decisions in favour of human rightsonsistent climate action,
either due to the intrinsic argumenimade, or by showirg that climate action has broad support in society.

As illustrated by several UN agenciesnd experts civil society organizations and Indigenous Peoples,
human rights are essential to strengthening climate action. Ensuring that climate measures and pedicire
consistent with human rights and centred in human rights principles, such as public participation, resg of
free, prior and informed consent of Indigenous Peoples, equality and naliscrimination and respect of
labour rights, is a legal obligatioased on the human rights treaties that states hayeined. It is also an
effective approach to ensure the dft to a zerecarbon economy happens at the speed and scale required to
limit globalheatingto 1.5°C or below without negatively impacting dispportionately on the rights of the
most marginalized and those living in poverty. Affirming human rights priptés and standards, but also
using human rights mechanisms, tools and tactics to enforce these rights, can and has provided a crucial
contribution to shape climate action that is ambitious enough to bring real positive transformation to people
and the envionment.

Groups most affected by the climate crisis, such as womemdigenous Peoples, persons with disabilities,
migrants and refugees, must nobe seenonly as victims,but everyone shouldrecognize them as key agents
of changeand leadersin the local, national and international efforts to tackle climate change

Thispublicatono gdr d msr @l mdr sx Hms dqgm s hn mightsstandardsankd xowhr ne hmsd
they are relevant to climate change as a human rights issue and to key climate chanigiated issues such

as mitigation, adaptation and loss and damage. It explains the importance of adopting a human rights lens to

tackle the climae crisis, and it illustrates how climate change adversely affects the enjoyment of human

rights and worsens iequality and discrimination. Ths document therefore seeks to spell out state obligations

and corporate responsibilitiess precisely as possible.

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r onrhshnmr cdrbghadc hm sghr cnbt
by international and regional human rightsreaty bodies and courts. They are also informed by the work of

numerous UN and regional agencies and indeggdent human rights experts, NGOs, thinkanks and

academics over the past decade as well as the activism afcsal movements and grassroots groups on the

frontline of the fight for climate justice.

FAILING TO TAKE AMBITIOUS STEPS TO TACKLE
CLIMATE CHANGEATES HUMAN RIGHTS

Despite a convergence of goodwill that led to the adoption of the Paris Agreement@12,r s~ sdr - deengsr sn
tackle climate change remain far below what is required to avaide most devastating impacts for

ecosystems and humanityln 2018, the IPCC confirmedhat it was still possiblefor states to collectively

reduce GHGsto a level that would keep the globaveragetemperature increase to no more than 1.5°C.

This requires that GHGemissions are reduced by 45% globally from 201@&vels by 2030, and to netzero by

2050. Yet, GHG emissions continued to grow between 2010 ar2D19. Although the confinement measures

imposed in many countries in response to the COUD pandemic temporarily reduced GHG emissions

2020, they did not have any significant impact in tackling climate change.

Many governments particularly in majoremitting countries and nations with historical responsibility for the

climate crisis, still lack the political will to take te bold and unprecedented measures tat scientists have

told us are necessary to avoid an impending catastroph€&hefirst round off nudgml dmsr - dl hrr hnmr
reduction plansadopted in 2015 putus on a course to reach aleast3°C increase by 2100.While a slew of

new 2030 and carbon-neutralitytargets have recently been announcednost countries+ especially

wealthier states that arenembers of the G20+ are currently failing to adopt sufficiently ambitious and

human rights-consistent climate planghat would contribute to avoiding the worst huan rights impacts of

climate change.The current emission gap is a major concern from a humanights perspective, as the

impacts associated with the predicted level of global warming would be catastrophic for the enjoyment of

human rights.
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Given the extensve knowledge about the causes and harms of climate changilure to take adequate

action toreduce climate change, to support people to adapt to its unavoidable effects and to provide remedy
to those whose rights have been violated as a result of thedaand damage resulting from climateelated
impacts, represent a human rights violation. Hunan rights violations related to insufficient ambition on
climate action are no different than other human rights violations, and even bigger in scope. They condem
millions of people topremature death,hunger, diseases, displacemet) not just in the future but also a

present They contribute to conflicts and to the unfolding cycle of human rights violatioriEhey perpetuate

and accelerae current inequalities anddiscrimination against those who are already being oppressed by
systemic injustices.Faiure to adequately tackle the climate crisis is a form of discrimination.

AL .
\ e e

Photo: @enjamin Girette / Hans Lucas

WEALTHY COUNTRIES MUST ACT FASTER
DMESTICALLY AND ABROAD

The transboundary nature of climate change requires all countries to reduce emissipashieve zero carbon
emissions as soon as possible and helpeople to adapt to climate change to the full extent of their abilities.
However, this @es not mean that countries are equally responsible for the climate crisis, nor that they have
the same level of responsibility on climate action. G20 countries aresponsible for 78% of current global
annual emissions, with some having a heightened respsibility because of the emissions they have
historically produced since the beginning of the industrial revolution. In addition, all of the highest historical
emitters are also among the wealthiest statesith greater capacity to act

As a consequence, acording to the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective
capabilities a principle that is also implicitly reflected in internationdluman rights law,wealthiercountries
must take the lead in climate mitigation efforts by dmrbonizing their economies more quickly than
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developing countries, including by stopping the expansion of fossil fuel productidtowever, until now the
vast majorityof wealthier countries have not showed their willingness to act faster. For wealthienrdgdes,
net-zero emission targets by 2050 are too little, too late.

Based on their obligations under international law, wealthy countrigsust also provide sufficiebfinancing
and support to developing countries to allow them to meet their climate méigpn targets and implement
effective climate change adaptation measures, as well as to provide compensation and other forms of
remedies for the loses and damages peple have already suffered due to the climate crisis.

However, wealthier countries continue to fail in this duty lthough the amount of international climate

finance to support climate change mitigation and adaptation in developing countries is incregsithis is far
from what is needed to ensure that the rise of global average temperatures is kepliow 1.5°C abovepre-
industrial levels and that mitigation and adaptation efforts do not translate into an excessive burden for
people in developing countes. In particular, the target fordeveloped countries to jointly mobilize U3$100
billion a year by 2020to supportdeveloping countriesfor climate change mitigation and adaptation
measuresremains significantlyunmet, while the vast majorityf the funds provided have beenin the form of
loansas opposed to grants, half of which were neconcessional,meaning that theloans were offered on
ungenerous terms.Moreover, states have until now failed to agree on adequate mechanisms to mobilize new
and additional financesfor loss and damage caused by the effects of climate change.

Gas flares at a crudextifiction site in
the Niger Delta, Nigeria, April 2010.
Photd® SUAnna Tresse
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