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15For the Next Australian Government 2022

INTERNATIONAL

Human rights must underpin Australia’s bilateral and multilateral 
engagements here in the region and globally. In particular, as an important 
regional player, Australia is well placed to help create a more secure and 
stable region, where human rights are protected and respected and lead  
in the protection of some of the region’s most vulnerable populations.

Afghanistan

Australia’s engagement in Afghanistan from 2001 to 2021 
has deeply impacted human rights in that country. The 
Brereton Report found evidence of grave human rights 
violations by Australian special forces soldiers, including 
the alleged executions of 39 Afghan civilians and 
prisoners. In Australia, journalists have had their houses 
and offices searched, and others have been threatened 
with prosecution for reporting on these violations.

Since the Taliban took over Afghanistan on 15 August 
2021, Amnesty International has reported numerous 
human rights abuses, including the violent repression of 
peaceful protests, attacks against human rights defenders 
and journalists, denying women and girls their right to 
education, and the unlawful killing of ethnic minorities.

Amnesty International calls on the next Australian 
Government to:

Deliver all recommendations of the Brereton Report, 
develop a permanent international crime mechanism 
resourced to provide effective access to justice and 
ensure appropriate compensation is made to all 
those in Afghanistan affected by breaches of human 
rights carried out by Australian forces;

Allocate at least 20,000 humanitarian places, in 
addition to the existing humanitarian program, to 
those fleeing the Taliban;

Consider all Afghan women and girls as prima facie 
refugees on the grounds of high risk of gender-
based persecution;

Reform the Community Sponsorship Program, 
including by making it more affordable and 
additional to the current humanitarian intake, so 
that people can sponsor refugees from countries 
such as Afghanistan;

Provide permanent protection visas to those from 
Afghanistan in Australia on temporary visas; and

Continue to provide aid to Afghanistan and demand 
a commitment from the Taliban to uphold human 
rights treaties.

	 Amnesty International 
calls on the next Australian 
Government to allocate at least 
20,000 humanitarian places, 
in addition to the existing 
humanitarian program, to 
those fleeing the Taliban.
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16 A HUMAN RIGHTS AGENDA

MyanmarChina

The human rights and humanitarian crisis in Myanmar 
has continued to remain dire since the coup in February 
2021. Without meaningful, united action from the 
international community, including ASEAN countries, 
the military has continued to arbitrarily detain, torture 
and kill protesters and civilians both in the context 
of coup crackdowns and armed conflict and severely 
restrict the rights to freedom of expression, association 
and peaceful assembly.

While the rights of all those in Myanmar are under 
attack, minority groups have been specifically targeted 
by the military. The Rohingya population continues to 
be denied their fundamental rights, forced to live under 
apartheid conditions, with around 126,000 being held 
in internment camps since 2012. Nearly one million 
Rohingya refugees continue to live in threadbare camps 
in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, after fleeing Myanmar, and 
the future of roughly half a million Rohingya children 
hangs in the balance.

Amnesty International calls on the next Australian 
Government to:

Use its position in multilateral forums – mainly 
through ASEAN and the United Nations Security 
Council – to lead the call for targeted financial 
sanctions against Myanmar’s military chief Min 
Aung Hlaing and other senior officials responsible 
for atrocity crimes against all ethnic minorities, 
including the Rohingyas;

Call for the United Nations Security Council to 
urgently refer the situation in Myanmar to the 
International Criminal Court to ensure those 
responsible for atrocity crimes are brought to 
justice, as well as to impose a comprehensive 
global arms embargo on Myanmar; and

Provide protection for those at risk in Myanmar  
and offer those currently in Australia the ability 
to remain on humanitarian grounds.

The Chinese Government has continued to increase 
repression to stay in power in Xinjiang, Tibet, Hong 
Kong and across the country. As a result, it views the 
global defence of human rights as an existential threat. 
It has systematically attempted to reframe human rights 
at international institutions, including the Human Rights 
Council, opposing the universality of human rights as 
“Western values.” 

Amnesty International’s research has concluded that 
the Chinese government has committed crimes against 
humanity in Xinjiang. These crimes have separated people 
in Australia from their families in Xinjiang, many of whom 
have had no contact with their loved ones for years.

Amnesty International calls on the next Australian 
Government to: 

Use all bilateral, multilateral, and regional 
platforms to urge the Chinese authorities to end 
any crimes under international law immediately and 
other human rights violations, allow independent 
human rights investigators unrestricted access to 
Xinjiang and dismantle the system of discrimination 
and persecution of ethnic minorities in Xinjiang;

Work in concert with other countries to call for the 
immediate release of all those arbitrarily detained 
in Xinjiang; 

Fast-track applications for Uyghur families, 
particularly children, to enter Australia for family 
reunification purposes; and

Ensure that Uyghurs, Kazakhs and other minority 
groups fleeing repression from the Chinese 
government are provided with consular and 
other appropriate assistance, regardless of their 
immigration status.
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Amnesty International Australia 
ABN 64 002 806 233 
Locked Bag 23, Broadway  
NSW 2007

www.amnesty.org.au

Amnesty International shines a 
light on human rights abuses, 
wherever they occur, and 
encourages our movement of  
10 million people across the  
world, to speak up for justice.

© Amnesty International Australia
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