
Amnesty International Australia (AIA) National Board Report
for meeting held on 19 November 2022

Agenda item Information / Report

Minutes of past meeting The minutes of the meeting held on 4 October 2022 were confirmed.

Management reports The Board noted the November management report, the October 2022
Financial Report and the October 2022 Fundraising dashboard.

Key highlights included:

● Human Rights Act / Right to Protest
- Achieved the key campaign asks of a $41 million increase in
funding to Australian Human Rights Commission (AHRC), and
passing of agreed legislation promoting merit-based
appointments to impede threatened downgrading of AHRCs
National Human Rights Institution status.
- Met with 13 Members of Parliament to build support and
develop strategies to ensure the Human Rights Act campaign is
on the political agenda, and to pressure Labor to enact their
promised review of the federal human rights framework.
- Achieved significant media coverage on the issue of the
Optional Protocol on the Convention Against Torture’s
Subcommittee on Prevention Against Torture being denied
access by the NSW and Queensland Governments.
- Scheduled the first Community Listening Event and currently
recruiting for the Human Rights Act Advisory Group who will
include people with lived experience.
- NSW activists have completed a campaign planning process
led by the ALC and are rolling out a State-based campaign
advocating for a Human Rights Act in the lead up to the NSW
state election in March 2023.
- The Climate Justice network developed a Toolkit to support the
campaign for Uncle Paul and Uncle Pabai (the Australian Climate
cases in the Write for Rights campaign).

● Community is Everything (CIE) / Indigenous Rights
- Achieved a key campaign ask with the Federal Budget
allocating $81 million to justice reinvestment. Secured over 7,000
signatures on our petition holding the government accountable to
their pre-election promise. Next steps will include following up on
the implementation plan.
- 5,000 signatures of the Tasmanian Raise the Age (RTA) Petition
were handed over to the Tasmanian Premier. AIA has worked
with both Tasmanian Independent Meg Webb and Ella Haddad
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for them to both table motions to raise the age in Tasmania. Also
worked very closely with the Tasmanian Southern Group to
coordinate the handover and rally on 10 November in Hobart.
- Met with ACT Attorney General Shane Rattenbury to further
clarify the ACT position on Raising The Age.
- NT Attorney General Chancey Paech introduced legislation to
Raise The Age to 12 with a view to raise it to 14 at some point in
the future.
- The National Director and Indigenous Rights Campaigner Lead
spoke at a Raise The Age panel event with the VIC Activism
Leadership Committee and VIC Aboriginal Legal Service to
ensure that RTA is an election issue in the Victorian election.
- Lodged submissions to the Federal Government on the
implementation of UNDRIP, the Senate Inquiry into Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women.
- Attendance at the Australasian Institute of Judicial
Administration Indigenous Youth Justice conference, at which
relationships with judges and legal practitioners from Aotearoa
were established to learn about strategies supporting Maori
children at risk of incarceration.
- Met with the Northern Territory Children's Commissioner to
discuss the unfolding crisis of kids in the system in Northern
Territory.
- Worked with the National Ban Spit Hoods coalition to ensure
legislative and operational bans on spit hoods in QLD and the
NT, with ongoing work in the ACT.
- Supporting the community in WA to hold the WA Government
accountable for the transfer of kids from Banksia Hill to
Casuarina.
- The Darwin group supported the organisation of the National
Day of Action to close Don Dale and all Youth Detention Centres
in Darwin on 22 October.

● Individuals at Risk / International
- Sportswashing - World Cup. The Socceroos released their
video on human rights abuses in Qatar, which references the
briefings we had held with them, and calls for remedies for
migrant workers in Qatar, as well as highlighting the human rights
abuses facing the LGBQIA+ community. More than 13 million
people viewed the video around the world and Football
Federation Australia was the first national football body to call for
reparations.
- Engaged the Iranian community in response to violence against
protesters in Iran, raising awareness of human rights abuses to
the public and MPs, and advocating for the Australian
government to act to end the impunity.
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- The ACT and SA activists are supporting the Iranian community
through a series of offline mobilisations and facilitating meetings
with the community and staff to integrate asks where applicable.
- Write for Rights (W4R) 2022 is in full swing, with the release of
materials to activists on Friday 7 October and an official online
launch on 13 October. Write for Rights is a fully integrated
campaign that involves all staff teams, and has public awareness,
supporter engagement, activism and fundraising targets.

● Refugee Rights
- The Refugee team organised an action day in Canberra before
the October budget to Raise the Intake. This generated strong
media coverage and politicians from across the political
spectrum joined our call. AI Australia is leading on getting this
issue on the political agenda and on building momentum to have
this issue addressed in the 2023 budget.
- The 2023 refugee campaign planning was scheduled for 23 - 24
November and people with lived experience were invited to the
planning sessions.
- Supported the Stop Hazara Genocide campaign. Participated
in the planning of a national protest day, during which rallies were
held in 7 major cities across the county, and supported the
establishment of a Parliamentary Friendship Group.
- Attended 6 refugee sector meetings to collaborate with the
refugee sector.
- The Refugee Rights Campaigner spoke at numerous external
events, including leading a community consultation session with
NSW Health and STARTTS regarding the prevention of domestic
violence in the Afghan community and broader diaspora
communities; a UTS event organised by Teachers for Refugees
to speak on the importance of study rights for people seeking
asylum; a University of Sydney meeting on refugee
empowerment at work and recruitment process; SIEV X
anniversary alongside Federal MP Alicia Payne, reflecting on the
353 lives lost at the sea and the current refugee crisis around the
world; and participation at a conference organised by Settlement
Services International (SSI) launching their new report (Exploring
Settlement), reflecting on the new Afghan refugees resettlement
experience.

● LGBTQIA+
- Working with survivors of conversion practices SOGICE and AI
Australia SA activist Russell. We met in-person with the SA
Attorney-General, and have a really clear pathway forward to
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ensure the SA Government introduces world leading legislation to
ban conversion practices.

● Anti Racism
- Secured a commitment from the Government to implement a
national anti-racism strategy (with a $7.5 million allocation).

● Diversity, Inclusion and Wellbeing
- Reconciliation Australia have advised AIA to consider moving to
an Innovate Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) from a Stretch
RAP.

● Membership:
-  The total number of members is 4919.
- The Online Member Community will be re-launched in January.
- Improvements are being made to new member onboarding and
member retention processes.

● Activist Leadership
- At present our activist leadership numbers are 611 leaders
made up of committed and core activists.
- Overwhelmingly positive feedback has been received further to
the recently-held Activist Face to Face in Adelaide.
- In terms of learning, initial activist self-assessments showed
developing awareness of cultural competency, deeper
understanding of the importance of diverse perspectives and
experiences, and increased knowledge regarding a federal
Human Rights Act (HRA). Activists also felt they developed
valuable knowledge about how to plan a campaign to build a
movement in support of a federal HRA, and gained a broader
perspective on how to go about this process.

Media coverage:
● During this period there were 3270 pieces of coverage (print,

online and broadcast), with a 64% share of voice.
● Key topics of coverage included:

● Coverage of Australian national team’s opposition to HR
abuses in Qatar (the result of long-term engagement with the
Professional Footballers Association)

● Sentencing of Sean Turnell in Myanmar (result of close
working relationship with ESEAPRO Media)

● TV interview with the ABC Afternoon Briefing to call the
Labor government to increase the refugee intake to at least
30,000. Additional ints calling for improvements to migration
system:
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https://www.news.com.au/sport/football/not-perfect-qatar-world-cup-officials-respond-to-socceroos-world-cup-video-protest/news-story/a688c00dcae61e82069af17eab14e2ca
https://www.news.com.au/sport/football/not-perfect-qatar-world-cup-officials-respond-to-socceroos-world-cup-video-protest/news-story/a688c00dcae61e82069af17eab14e2ca
https://www.9news.com.au/national/myanmar-australian-jailed-sean-turnell-aung-san-suu-kyi/368f49f5-920e-4916-a66f-6a7c8ceed31e
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VkGHX7HjBdY
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/worldtoday/migrant-system-under-review/101624098


● Amnesty report on aviation fuelling Myanmar human rights
abuses

- Reactive stories
● OPCAT inspectors denied access to detention facilities (saw

the release from the SPT and issued our own release first
thing in the morning)

● Amnesty's Indigenous Rights Advisor Rodney Dillon sought
for comment regarding juvenile justice

The ongoing crackdown in Iran generated significant coverage over the
period and is worth notice for its volume.

2023 workplans and budget The workplan and budget for 2023 were approved by the Board.

The findings of the Activism Strategy and Audience Strategy will be
integrated into the workplan in 2023.

Policies The Board approved the revised Fraud and Corruption Control Policy,
Travel Procedures and Financial Reserves Policy

Nomination and
Assessment Committee
and Board recruitment

Having considered the 2023 plans, the Board also confirmed that the
2022 National Board Attributes Statement (NBAS) still applies.  All
continuing Directors will be required to conduct a self-assessment
against the NBAS ahead of the recruitment process .

Risk register Directors reviewed the risk register.

Human Rights Impact
presentation

Rose Kulak, Campaigner, Individuals at Risk, presented on the Write for
Rights campaign, which is the priority campaign for Quarter 4.

Write for Rights started in Poland in 2001 and is now the world’s biggest
human rights event, during which Amnesty supporters and activists from
all over the world write letters to put pressure on governments to free
people unjustly imprisoned.

The theme for 2022 is the Right to Protest, in alignment with the global
flagship campaign.

The 2022 individual cases were presented and are also available on our
website. Directors took action and congratulated all staff involved in
coordinating this campaign.

As for all quarterly human rights impact updates to the Board, all
external Board Committee members had been invited to this human
rights impact segment.

Board Committee
workplans for 2023

The Board reviewed and approved the 2023 workplans for the Activism
and Membership Committee, Audit and Risk Committee, Governance
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-11-04/myanmar-australia-anz-amnesty-jet-fuel-sanctions/101617706
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/oct/24/failure-to-allow-full-un-prison-inspections-risks-australias-international-standing-experts-say
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/oct/10/the-systems-broken-the-crisis-gripping-australias-juvenile-justice-centres
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/oct/10/the-systems-broken-the-crisis-gripping-australias-juvenile-justice-centres
https://www.amnesty.org.au/campaigns/write-for-rights/


Committee, International Issues Committee and Remuneration
Committee.

Board Committee minutes The Board noted the minutes from the latest meetings of the Activism
and Membership Committee, Audit and Risk Committee, Governance
Committee, International Issues Committee and IT Roadmap Steering
Committee.

International Matters The Board noted the report from the 2022 Global Assembly.

Next meeting The next scheduled Board meeting will be held on 25 February 2023.
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