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° ‘Tunisia

Speaking out for what she believes is right runs in
activist Chaima Issa’s (she/her) blood. The daughter
of a former political prisoner, Chaima speaks truth
to power. Even if the cost is her freedom.

When Tunisian president Kais Saied suspended
parliament, dismissed the prime minister and tool
executive control of the country in July 2021 citing
emergency powers, Chaima was one of the first to
publicly oppose him. Since his power grab, human
rights in Tunisia are more fragile than ever. Freedom of
expression is under attack. Military courts target
critics of the government, and the legal system lacks
independence.

After meeting foreign diplomats along with other
Tunisian opposition figures to discuss the political
situation in Tunisia, Chaima was arrested on 22
February 2023 as part of an investigation for alleged
“conspiracy”. She was released on 13 July after more
than four months of arbitrary detention, but the legal
case is ongoing and the authorities have banned her
from travelling abroad and “appearing in public
spaces”. A military court, which lacks independence,
is also investigating Chaima for criticizing the
authorities on a radio show. She faces decades in
prison.

But Chaima will not give up. In the judge’s office
Chaima exclaimed: “Is this Tunisia? Is this the Tunisia
where we studied, you and me? Is this the Tunisia we
dreamed of?” As she was taken to prison, surrounded
by police officers, Chaima smiled, raised her fist and
sang the national anthem.

Demand Chaima lIssa’s full freedom.
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ACT NOW

Contact the President of Tunisia and call on the Tunisian
authorities to immediately drop the baseless investigation
and other restrictions against Chaima Issa as they are
related solely to the exercise of her human rights.

Grab a petition and start collecting names and emails:
There is also a template letter if you prefer.

You can also send a message to the President on
social media:

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/Presidence.tn/
TWITTER / X: @TnPresidency
HASHTAG: #W4R23

SHOW CHAIMA THAT SHE
IS NOT ALONE

Print off the solidarity letter template and send Cha‘rma‘f 7
messages of hope and solidarity. Let her know you
support her in her fight for human rights in Tunisia.

You can also send Chaima a message of solidarity on
Twitter / X:

TWITTER / X: @IssaaChaima
HASHTAGS: #FreeChaima, #W4R23

Post your petitions, letters and solidarity letters to:

Amnesty International Australia,
Locked Bag 23,

Broadway NSW 2007

Australia

Please send them to us by 31 January 2024.

We'll post them to the target, include them in the handover
in March 2024 and make sure that Chaima gets your
solidarity messages.




