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The Hon Anthony Albanese MP 
Prime Minister  
Parliament House  
CANBERRA ACT 2600 
 
The Hon Dr Anne Aly MP 
Minister for Multicultural Affairs 
Parliament House  
CANBERRA ACT 2600 
 
The Hon Michelle Rowland MP 
Attorney-General 
Parliament House  
CANBERRA ACT 2600 
 
The Hon Tony Burke MP 
Minister for Home Affairs 
Parliament House  
CANBERRA ACT 2600 
 
The Hon Jason Clare 
Minister for Education 
Parliament House  
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

 

 

An Open Letter Opposing the Plan by Australia's Special Envoy to Combat Antisemitism 
 

Dear Prime Minister,  

We, the undersigned Jewish organisations, supported by Christian, Muslim, Palestinian, and other 
community organisations, are united in our commitment to an inclusive, democratic society - one that 
upholds human rights, protects all communities from racism and religious hatred, and fosters robust, 
good-faith public debate. 



Across our communities, we are already working together to advance these values, and we stand 
ready to partner with the government to further multiculturalism and bring communities together. 

Antisemitism is real and harmful – but must be addressed in the context of all forms of racism. 
Antisemitism must be addressed decisively. However, this must be done as part of a comprehensive, 
whole-of-society response to all forms of racism and religious discrimination, not in isolation. 

The recent rise in racial vilification – including at anti-immigration rallies led by far-right and neo-Nazi 
groups - is deeply concerning. This follows targeted attacks and threats against places of worship, the 
desecration of religious, cultural & personal property, and online and offline abuse to racialised and 
religious minorities. First Nations people, Indians, Muslims and Palestinians and their supporters, have 
been particularly targeted along with Jews. These acts are not isolated; they are symptomatic of deep-
seated problems of racism in Australian society. 

In this context, we are particularly concerned that the plan proposed by Australia’s Special Envoy to 
Combat Antisemitism (ASECA Plan) risks undermining democratic and multicultural values by: 

• Proposing a framework that addresses antisemitism in isolation from other forms of racism, 
• Risking restrictions on lawful political expression, academic inquiry, journalism, the arts, and 

civil society advocacy, 
• Conflating antisemitism with legitimate political viewpoints, including criticism of the policies or 

actions of the State of Israel. 

We recognise the real threat posed by antisemitism. But an effective, principled response must 
strengthen - not weaken - public trust, democratic freedoms, and multiculturalism. It must ensure that 
all communities are empowered and protected without privileging one form of discrimination over others 
or suppressing legitimate public discourse. 

We believe that effective responses to antisemitism must be grounded in transparent evidence, 
proportionate in power and scope, aligned with Australia's broader human rights obligations, and 
Integrated into an inclusive strategy that strengthens – not fractures – multiculturalism. 

We question the need for a Special Envoy role, particularly given that existing mechanisms, including 
those within the Australian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) National Anti-Racism framework, 
provide a potential holistic, evidence-based approach to combating all forms of racism, including 
antisemitism.  

We call on the government to: 

• Reject the ASECA Plan – it poses a threat to human rights, democratic freedoms, and social 
cohesion, 

• Implement a comprehensive, whole-of-society strategy to address racism and religious 
discrimination, building on the AHRC’s existing work, 

• Do not adopt the divisive IHRA definition of antisemitism, which conflates antisemitism with 
criticism of the State of Israel and the Palestinian struggle for justice and self-determination, 

• Rescind the IHRA definition where it has already been adopted, 
• Do not adopt any specific definition of antisemitism. Specific definitions of racism are not used 

with other forms of racism, and are unnecessary, 
• Do not grant the Special Envoy any enforcement or monitoring powers, nor endorse any 

enforcement framework that restricts free expression, academic freedom, or artistic and 
journalistic work. 



We welcome the opportunity to meet and discuss constructive approaches that make all communities 
safer, strengthen multiculturalism, and uphold democratic principles. 

We are also happy to provide further detail on our concerns with the ASECA Plan, the IHRA definition 
of antisemitism, and our recommendations. 

Sincerely, 

Australian Jewish Democratic Society 
Doykeit Magandjin 
Emet Australia 
Jewish Council of Australia 
Jewish Voices of Inner Sydney 
Jewish Women for Peace Action Ready Group 
Jews Against the Occupation ‘48 
Jews for Justice 
Jews for Palestine WA 
 
Supporting Organisations 
 
Amnesty International Australia 
Australia Palestine Advocacy Network 
Australian Fairness Advocacy Network  
Australian Federation of Islamic Councils  
Australian Lawyers for Human Rights 
Christians for Peace Newcastle  
Coalition of Women for Justice and Peace 
Coming Together  
Friends of Sabeel Australia  
GetUp!  
Human Rights Law Centre  
Islamic Council of New South Wales  
Justice and Equity Centre   
Liberty Victoria  
Muslim Aid Australia 
Muslim Collective  
NSW Council for Civil Liberties  
Palestine Action Group  
Palestine Israel Ecumenical Network 
Palestinian Christians in Australia 
Sydney Peace Foundation 
Wellspring Community of Australia 
 
 
We look forward to speaking with you and will follow up with a phone call next week. 
 
Jewish Coalition – OzJewsSayNo 
 
ausjw4pactionready@gmail.com 
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