YOUTH PROGRAMS - ANNUAL REPORT 2026

The People Powered Strategy (PPS) launched in 2023 had a strong youth focus, the
report below shares and reflects different programs in our youth movement some of
these are staff led programs and others are youth activist groups. This report was
previously generated by The Youth Advisory Group (YAG) with support from the
youth coordinator. YAG’s term ended in September of 2025, and we would like to
take a moment to thank that group for their service to Amnesty from 2023-2025.

Leadership Launchpad (LLP) 2.0

Leadership Launchpad in 2024 was a national ‘semester’ (over 10 weeks) long
online program that covered different sessions to help young people learn, skill up
and then take action.

Building off the feedback and evaluation of 2024 LLP and having several
conversations with young people and youth organisation leaders there is a huge
desire to connect face to face and can connect with others and participate in a
training that is in person with the ongoing opportunities for connection beyond the
training. “online is almost always an energy drainer than energy booster”

LLP 2.0 in 2025 came to life as a revised format but with a similar goal of
empowering and supporting young people who have the passion, drive and
commitment to become young leaders in their spaces.

LLP 2.0 was delivered in person Naarm October 2025 over a 2-day weekend with 15
young leaders, this training which covered 6 different sessions including:
¢ Indigenous Justice (2 parts) which focused on:
learning about the campaign and the impact the campaign has had to date,
doing a community mapping activity of their local area and writing a letter to
the Victoria Attorney General to raise the age of criminal responsibility to 14
years old.
e Activism and Self-care:
Discussion around how change takes time and how to look after yourself /
others, the participants also did a self-care reflection activity where they set
four mini goals on how to take better care of themselves.
e Mobilising & Organising (2 parts)
Using Write for Rights for examples, participants learnt about campaign
include the Theory of Change and how Amnesty delivers this campaign.
There was also an interactive activity called waves and coral to highlight the
difference between mobilising and organising.
e Craftvism (Arts and crafts combined activism)
A chance for participants to see that activism can take many forms include
creative ones, having explored what craftivism can look like the participants



then had a chance to be creative themselves using cases from the 2025 Write
for Rights cases.
13 young people completed post training survey
¢ All keen to stay involved with Amnesty
e All found the training valuable (5/13 said super valuable)
e 10/13 felt inspired to take action after the program (remaining 3 said maybe —
more information required)

Following this training group of young leaders are part of a WhatsApp group where
both the youth coordinator and a VIC ALC representative are in and continue to
share opportunities for activism in Victoria, for example banner painting and Invasion
Day rally.

Guest Speaker at Monash University — Human Rights 101
Inivited by Professor Gene Flenady



A panel discussion Amnesty representative doing different kinds of work with the
organisation about how people got interested in human rights, how they ended up at
Amnesty, what they do day-to-day.

e Charlie Eggleton (Youth Coordinator) and Prue Spencer (Ex YAG current VIC
ALC) were on the panel

e 40 students

e 35 stayed behind for Questions & Answers

e 20 scanned the end torturous practices petition

University of Melbourne:

Expert Talk - Advancing Reproductive Justice:

Exploring how collaborative research and community advocacy can dismantle
systemic barriers, break down social stigma, and expand access to reproductive
healthcare. In collaboration with Dr. Bronwen Merner, a public health and social
equity researcher sharing insights from the university's Hallmark Research Initiative.

Student-Led Seminar -The Environmental Crisis is a Human Rights Crisis:
Examining how climate change causes immediate human rights crises (such as
mass displacement, health emergencies, and resource scarcity) and the need for
greater government and corporate accountability.

By Ruchi Aryal, student advocate specializing in environmental and human rights
issues at UniMelb.

Artists for Aid: Benefit Concert for Amnesty International:
A creative live-music fundraiser celebrating freedom of expression and raising
money for global human rights. Ticket sales and profits all went directly to Amnesty



Australia $1900. Featured performances included student orchestras, acapella
groups, and local bands playing everything from jazz to pop and film scores.

Gala for Gaza

Which brought University students and community members together to celebrate
Palestinian musicians, poets and artists and learn about Amnesty’s work on Gaza.
Rasing $833 for Amnesty.

Ran a letter writing workshop for Indigenous youth justice

As part of the Indigenous youth justice campaign, the club ran a letter writing
workshop to call on the Victoria Attorney General to raise the age of criminal
responsibility to 14 years old.
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University of Western Australia:

Quiz night

6 teams of 5 raised $700 for the Samir Foundation which helps support medical
student in Gaza, including rounds of “Riddle me this”, Picture Perfect, Doctor Google
says.

Careers in Human Rights Panel

This was a chance for students to hear about different careers in human rights. for
when students will graduate. Samira Husic, Dr Azim Zahir, Matt Vapor were panel
speakers from different backgrounds including nonprofit and academic.

Write for Rights
Students wrote letters to federal politicians to call for a Frist Nations Federal Treaty.

Pilates for Palestine
A fundraiser that raised $722 for the United Nations sexual and reproductive health
agency to supply dignity kits directly to young woman in Gaza.

Panel on Refugee Experience:
There was a panel held on Human Rights Day featuring Dr Fiona McGaughey, Dr



Barbara Nattabi, Gracia Mukiibi, Catherine Green and Eshan Nazamyar where they
spoke about their reflection on the refugee and asylum-seeking journey and what
ways communities can strengthen diginity and belonging.

Acrux:

ACRUX is Amnesty International Australia’s new National Youth Collective and the
pilot initiative for a new globally coordinated youth infrastructure within the Amnesty
movement. To date they have taken part in key two events that centre on engaging
other young people on issues through culture, creativity, and human rights action.

e Held a lino printing workshop at Lost Paradise festival

The event was a lino print making workshop. Acrux formally collaborated with Teach
Us Consent (stencil) and Settlement Services International who lent artworks from
their Beyond Borders exhibition, we had flyers/ posters of each crisis story and
Amnesty petitions to sign + merch.

¢ Night of Light launch event — part of the global Constellation project

This event was one of the largest youth-led human rights cultural events in
Australian history, and the largest Amnesty Australia event ever, bringing together
artists, flmmakers, musicians, refugee communities, First Nations leaders,
advocates, and young people through a multi-disciplinary public program centred on
childhood, and collective hope.

410 tickets sold
o 41 offline actions (signing of the end tortuous practices petition / writing
a message to the Federal Attorney General to create a national youth
justice framework)
Artwork sales of impacted communities ($10,500 artwork sold)
Refugee and lived experience led market stalls
191,000 views on social media
748 followers gained on social media
17 other countries also held their own ‘Night of Light’ event
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Write for Rights in 2025

25 registered and 11* schools sent schools sent letters into Gadigal Action Centre
for a combined total of 1,526 letters

A massive shoutout to:

e Fremantle College

e Sydney Boys High School

e John Forrest Secondary School

e Hunter Valley Grammar School

e Glenunga International High School

e St Hildas School

e Ravenswood Girls

e Trinity School for Seniors

e Sunshine Coast Grammar School
Please note other schools did also send letters, but they didn’t include their details
when sending their letters back and so we can'’t verify them



Diverse voices 3.0

This joint project between youth and Human Rights Education is entering its third
year of delivery, previously based on up skilling young people with the skills and
tools around how to speak about human rights, this year Diverse Voices is looking to
partner with young influencers / content creators to help drive our campaign (Climate
and Indigenous Youth Justice messages to help grow our reach and target new
youth audience. This project is set to happen in the second half of 2026



