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FOREWORD

Amnesty International is a global movement

of more than 10 million people campaigning
for a world where everyone can enjoy their
human rights. In Australia, more than 500,000
supporters stand together to defend equality,
dignity and justice.

Independent of any government, political
ideology, economic interest or religion, we work
constructively with the Parliament and the
Government to build a society where human
rights are protected for all.

This briefing outlines our key priorities on

human rights issues, both at home and globally.

In Australia, children as young as 10 continue
to be imprisoned, many subjected to practices
that amount to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children remain overrepresented in youth
detention, reflecting deeper failures to address
poverty, trauma, systemic racism and the
ongoing impacts of colonisation.

Climate change is a human rights crisis. As
one of the world’s largest exporters of fossil
fuels, Australia has both a responsibility and
an opportunity to lead a just transition from
coal and gas that protects human rights,
supports affected communities and contributes
meaningfully to global climate action.

The international human rights landscape

is becoming increasingly uncertain. Armed
conflicts are devastating civilian populations,
authoritarian governments are intensifying
repression, and the international human rights
system is under growing strain. Across our own
region, these pressures are particularly acute.
In China, the Chinese Government continues to

intensify repression against Tibetans, Uyghurs,
Hong Kongers and human rights defenders.

In Afghanistan, women and girls are being
systematically excluded from public life under
Taliban’s rule. In Myanmar, the military’s
campaign of violence continues unabated while
Rohingyas remain displaced and persecuted.

In the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Amnesty
International has concluded that Israel is
committing genocide against Palestinians

in Gaza and has documented a state-led
campaign of ethnic cleansing in the West Bank.
Amnesty has also documented war crimes
committed by Hamas and other Palestinian
armed groups on 7 October 2023, underscoring
that accountability must apply equally to all
perpetrators of crimes under international law.

In this environment, Australia’s leadership
matters. As a middle power with deep

regional relationships, Australia has both the
opportunity and the responsibility to champion
universal human rights. Australia’s longstanding
commitment to a rules-based international
order carries weight only if international law is
applied consistently, regardless of who commits
violations or where they occur. Human rights
cannot be conditional on political alliances,
economic interests or strategic considerations.
Selective application undermines international
institutions, emboldens abusive governments
and ultimately makes the world less safe.

We look forward to working with the
Government to advance these priorities and
help ensure Australia demonstrates principled
and courageous leadership at a time when the
protection of human rights has never been
more important.
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Human rights cannot be
conditional on political
alliances, economic interests
or strategic considerations.



INDIGENQUS YOUTH JUSTICE

Australia’s youth justice system is in
crisis. Children as young as 10 - primary
school aged, still with baby teeth - are
detained in prisons, police watch houses
and detention centres in the majority of
states and territories across Australia.
Many experience practices that no child
should ever endure, including solitary
confinement, spit hoods strip searches and
detention in adult watch houses.

For some children, these practices amount
to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment,
and in some cases may constitute torture
under international law.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children are the most impacted. Despite
making up only a small proportion of
Australia’s child population, First Nations
children are overrepresented in the youth
justice system and are around 22 times
more likely to be imprisoned than their
non-Indigenous children.

This is not just a failure of youth justice
policy. It is one of Australia’s most pressing
human rights challenges.

Kids need better than the treatment they’re
getting in our youth justice systems.

A SYSTEM THAT FAILS TO
ADDRESS ROOT CAUSES

Many of these children have experienced
significant disadvantage long before they

come into contact with police. Many have

lived with poverty, trauma, family violence,
disability and lack of access to education,
healthcare and housing. For Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children, these challenges
are compounded by the ongoing impacts

of colonisation, systemic racism and the
overrepresentation of First Nations children in
the child protection system. Today, Aboriginal
children are being removed from their

families at rates exceeding those of the Stolen
Generations, creating an alarming pathway from
out-of-home care into youth detention.

Rather than addressing these underlying
causes, governments have increasingly
responded with punitive policies. Across
Australia, we have seen laws that lower the age
of criminal responsibility and weaken human
rights protections.

Children who have already experienced
trauma are too often subjected to further harm
inside detention. The use of restraints, strip
searches and solitary confinement compounds
trauma, increasing the likelihood of children
reoffending.

Communities deserve policies that reduce
offending and improve safety. Locking up
children is not one of them. Providing quality
education, job opportunities, housing and
mental health services that work for everyone
will tackle the root causes of crime.
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LACK OF ACCOUNTABILITY
IN THE SYSTEM

Public debate about youth justice often focuses
on holding children accountable for their
actions. But who holds accountability when
there is abuse in the system? Investigations
into youth detention centres, including Don
Dale in the Northern Territory and Banksia Hill
in Western Australia, have exposed serious
abuse, unsafe conditions and systemic failures
at the hands of prison officials and police. Yet
accountability for these abuses is hard to see.
At the same time, police exercise enormous
power over whether children enter detention,
with many young people held on remand before
they have been found guilty of any offence.

AUSTRALIA'S INTERNATIONAL
OBLIGATIONS

Australia has ratified the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, the Convention Against
Torture and the UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples. These commitments
require governments to ensure that detention is
used only as a measure of last resort and that
every child deprived of liberty is treated with
dignity, humanity and respect.

The UN Human Rights Council in January
this year criticised Australia’s youth detention
system as part of the Universal Periodic
Review. It highlighted the low age of criminal
responsibility, that children were being
subjected to abuse and restrained, and
continue to be held in solitary confinement.
We've just seen Australia’s response to that
review two weeks ago, and despite 26 countries
recommending that Australia raise the age,
Australia refused to accept any of these.

A BETTER SOLUTION

Evidence consistently shows that punitive
approaches do not reduce reoffending.

In contrast, early intervention, diversion

and community-led support bring better
outcomes for children and safer outcomes
for communities. First Nations-led diversion
programs, justice reinvestment initiatives
and culturally safe services have shown that
when young people are supported rather than
punished, they are less likely to reoffend and
more likely to thrive.

Community-controlled organisations understand
the needs of their communities and are best
placed to design solutions that are culturally
safe, evidence-based and effective. Long-term
investment in these programs is essential

if Australia is serious about reducing youth
offending.

URGENT NEED FOR NATIONAL
LEADERSHIP

While youth justice remains the responsibility of
states and territories, the Federal Government
cannot continue to accept different standards
across the country where there are inconsistent
laws and detention practices. While some
jurisdictions have sought to improve the system
by raising the age of criminal responsibility,
others have moved in the opposite direction by
introducing more punitive laws bypassing their
own Human Rights Acts.

The Federal Government has both the
responsibility and the opportunity to provide
national leadership.

A National Youth Justice Framework should
establish enforceable minimum human

rights standards for all children in detention,
regardless of jurisdiction. It should ensure
detention is genuinely used only as a last
resort, prohibit practices that amount to torture
or cruel treatment, strengthen independent
oversight and support greater investment in
prevention, diversion and rehabilitation.



RECOMMENDATIONS
TO THE LABOR GOVERNMENT:
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WORK WITH ALL STATES AND TERRITORIES TO RAISE THE
MINIMUM AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY TO AT LEAST 14
YEARS IN LINE WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS.

ESTABLISH A NATIONAL YOUTH JUSTICE FRAMEWORK WITH
ENFORCEABLE MINIMUM HUMAN RIGHTS STANDARDS ACROSS
ALL JURISDICTIONS SO THAT ALL CHILDREN IN CUSTODY ARE
TREATED WITH CARE AND DIGNITY.

END THE USE OF PRACTICES THAT AMOUNT TO TORTURE
AND CRUEL, INHUMAN AND DEGRADING PRACTICES.

INCREASE LONG-TERM INVESTMENT IN FIRST NATIONS-

LED DIVERSION PROGRAMS AND EVIDENCE-BASED EARLY
INTERVENTION INITIATIVES THAT ADDRESS THE ROOT CAUSES
OF OFFENDING AND PROMOTE REHABILITATION. PROGRAMS
FOR FIRST NATIONS CHILDREN SHOULD BE COMMUNITY-LED
AND DESIGNED TO BE CULTURALLY SAFE AND IMPACTFUL.



CLIMATE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Climate change is one of the defining
human rights issues of our time.

The dramatic impacts of climate change
have exposed with devastating clarity
how integral a healthy environment

is to the enjoyment of all our rights.

Around the world, extreme weather
conditions - heatwaves, bushfires, floods,
storms, cyclones, and rising sea levels

- are putting lives, livelihoods and
communities at risk. These impacts are
already being experienced across Australia
and throughout our region.

Australia has both a profound responsibility
and a unique opportunity to address
climate change. As the world’s third largest
exporter of fossil fuels, Australia’s decisions
will have consequences far beyond its
borders. At the same time, Australia has
the capacity to lead a just transition that
protects human rights, support affected
communities and contribute to global
climate action.

The choices made during this term of
Parliament will shape not only Australia’s
future, but the rights and wellbeing

of people around the world and future
generations.

CLIMATE CHANGE
IS A HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE

Human rights depend on a safe, healthy
and sustainable environment.

Climate change threatens the right to life
through increasingly frequent and severe
extreme weather events. Heatwaves have
already become Australia’s deadliest natural
hazard, while more frequent disasters are
damaging homes and communities around
the country.

The right to health is also under growing threat.
Rising temperatures contribute to heat-related
illness and death, worsen air pollution, increase
the spread of infectious diseases and put
significant strain on people’s mental health.

Climate change also undermines the right to
adequate housing. Extreme weather events
are making homes uninhabitable, increasing
insurance costs and contributing to housing
insecurity. Across Australia, communities
continue to rebuild after devastating floods
and bushfires.

Access to safe water, sanitation and food
security is similarly under pressure as prolonged
droughts, changing rainfall patterns and rising
sea levels affect agriculture and ecosystem.

These impacts do not occur equally. Climate
change disproportionately affects those who
have contributed least to the problem and
who have the fewest resources to respond.



Climate change
disproportionately affects
those who have contributed
least to the problem and
who have the fewest
resources to respond.

@ Uncle Pabai and Uncle Paul are community leaders from the Guda Maluyligal Nation in the northern Torres Strait.
As rising seas threaten their islands, they have taken the Australian government to court, arguing that inadequate
climate action is putting their lands, culture and way of life at risk.
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FIRST NATIONS PEOPLES
AND THE PACIFIC ARE ON
THE FRONTLINE

This inequality is evident in our own country
and region.

In Zenadth Kes (the Torres Strait), climate
change is already eroding coastlines,
damaging sacred cultural sites and cemeteries,
contaminating freshwater supplies and
threatening traditional hunting practices.
Entire communities face the prospect of
displacement from lands they have lived on
for thousands of years.

For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples, climate change represents not only an
environmental threat but a threat to culture,
identity and connection to Country.

Across the Pacific, rising sea levels are
threatening the existence of low-lying island
nations. Communities face the loss of homes
and infrastructure, freshwater supplies,
agricultural land and cultural heritage despite
contributing only a tiny fraction of global
greenhouse gas emissions.

The successful international campaign led

by Vanuatu to seek an Advisory Opinion from
the International Court of Justice, and the
subsequent United Nations General Assembly
resolution on the Opinion, have reinforced an
important principle: climate action is a legal
and human rights obligation.

AUSTRALIA'S RESPONSIBILITY

Australia has a unique role to play in tackling
climate change.

Despite Australia’s small population, it is one
of the world’s largest exporters of coal and

gas. The emissions generated from Australia’s
exported fossil fuels contribute significantly to
climate change, including impacts experienced
throughout the Asia-Pacific region.

The Albanese Government has made few
important steps in renewal energy transition
and emissions reduction. At the same time,

the Government continues to approve new and
expanded coal and gas projects, fossil fuel
subsidies, and there is a lack of a clear national
plan to phase out fossil fuel production and
exports. These actions undermine Australia’s
climate ambitions as well as credibility as a
global champion for climate action.

The Government accepted just three out of

17 recommendations during Australia’s fourth
Universal Periodic Review calling for greater
action on climate change. It accepted only one
recommendation from a Pacific Island nation,
despite the Pacific facing some of the greatest
human rights threats due to climate change.

CLIMATE ACTION GROUNDED
IN RESPECT FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS

Protecting human rights requires
addressing both the causes and consequences
of climate change.

Australia has an opportunity to become

a global leader by accelerating the transition to
renewable energy while responsibly phasing out
fossil fuel production and exports.

This transition must be fair, ensuring that
workers, regional communities and First
Nations peoples are active partners in shaping
Australia’s energy future.

Climate policy must also recognise Australia’s
responsibilities beyond its borders. As a wealthy
nation and major exporter of fossil fuels,
Australia should increase funding for mitigation,
adaptation and loss and damage across the
Pacific and other lower-income countries

that are already experiencing the most severe
impacts of climate change.

Climate justice means recognising that those
who have contributed least to the crisis should
not bear its greatest burden. By placing

human rights at the centre of climate policy,
Australia can help build a safer, fairer and more
sustainable future for everyone.



RECOMMENDATIONS
TO THE LABOR GOVERNMENT:
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END APPROVALS FOR NEW OIL, COAL AND GAS
PROJECTS, INCLUDING EXPANSIONS AND EXTENSIONS
OF EXISTING DEVELOPMENTS.

END FOSSIL FUEL SUBSIDIES AND INTRODUCE A FAIR LEVY
ON FOSSIL FUEL EXPORTS AND A CLIMATE COMPENSATION
FUND TO SUPPORT CLIMATE ACTION.

DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A NATIONAL ROADMAP TO
PHASE OUT FOSSIL FUEL PRODUCTION AND EXPORTS.

IMPLEMENT A TRANSITION TO RENEWABLE ENERGY ROOTED
IN RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS THAT REDUCES INEQUALITY.

INCREASE AUSTRALIA'S INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE FINANCE AND
SUPPORT AMBITIOUS CLIMATE ACTION THROUGH THE UN, COP
NEGOTIATIONS AND PARTNERSHIPS ACROSS THE ASIA-PACIFIC.

12
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INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
&

Across the world, authoritarian
governments are eroding fundamental
freedoms and undermining the
international human rights system.
Institutions and mechanisms designed to
protect human rights, including those of
the United Nations, are under increasing
strain. At the same time, governments’
selective application of human rights
principles weakens the credibility of the
international system and emboldens
repressive regimes.

There are profound consequences.

As international norms are undermined,
authoritarian governments can entrench
repression with greater impunity.

Nowhere is this more evident than in

the Asia-Pacific, as demonstrated by

the Chinese government’s intensifying
repression in Tibet, Xinjiang and Hong
Kong, the Myanmar military’s brutality
against its own people, and the Taliban’s
systematic assault on the rights of women
and girls and minorities in Afghanistan.

Australia cannot afford to be a bystander.

As a middle power in the Asia-Pacific,
Australia’s security, prosperity and regional
relationships are deeply connected to

the region. That gives Australia both

an opportunity and a responsibility

to champion human rights, uphold
international law, and stand with those
whose rights are under attack.

CHINA: ECONOMIC TIES MUST
NOT COME AT THE EXPENSE
OF HUMAN RIGHTS

China is Australia’s largest trading partner,

and the economic ties between our nations
shape everything from education and tourism to
critical minerals and manufacturing. Economic
engagement must never come at the expense
of human rights. In fact, Australia’s close
relationship with China gives us an even greater
responsibility to speak out against repression,
rather than normalise it.

Across Tibet, Xinjiang, Hong Kong and
mainland China, the Chinese Government has
developed one of the world’s most sophisticated
systems of repression. Technology, surveillance,
censorship, repressive policies and broad
national security laws are being used to attack
fundamental rights including freedom of
assembly and expression, freedom of movement
and freedom of religion.

China’s “Ethnic Unity and Progress Law”,
which came into force in July 2026, gives
legal backing to these assimilation policies
that have been practiced in both Tibet and
Xinjiang for decades. Framed as promoting
national unity, the law instead requires the
Chinese Government’s ideological conformity
and strengthens the legal basis for suppressing
the rights to culture and language. The law
also extends beyond China’s borders, providing
justification for targeting individuals and
organisations overseas - including in Australia
- that advocate for Tibetan and Uyghur rights
under the guise of protecting “ethnic unity”.
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Human rights must remain a
central pillar of Australia’s
relationship with China.

@ Graphic image: Tibetan children in Chinese state-run boarding schools, where Mandarin is the primary language
of instruction. Human rights experts have raised serious concerns that the boarding school system separates
Tibetan children from their families and erodes their language, culture and identity as part of China’s broader
assimilation policies.
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In Tibet, hundreds of thousands of Tibetan
children have been forcibly separated from
their families and placed in state-run boarding
schools, where the Tibetan language, culture
and religion are marginalised in favour of
Chinese language, culture and political
ideology. These policies constitute a systematic
campaign of forced assimilation and pose a
direct threat to the survival of Tibetan culture
and identity. As the UN Special Rapporteur on
Minority Issues, Nicolas Levrat, observed: that
the extinction of minority communities does
not always occur through physical violence. It
can also happen through policies that prevent
the intergenerational transmission of language,
culture and religion, ultimately leading to

the extermination of a minority population
within a state.

In Xinjiang, Amnesty International continues to
document grave human rights violations against
Uyghurs and other predominantly Muslim
ethnic groups. Arbitrary detention, family
separation, mass surveillance and forced labour
remain deeply embedded within the region.
These abuses extend far beyond China’s
borders. Goods produced through Uyghur
forced labour have entered global supply
chains, creating risks that products consumed
in Australia including textiles and solar energy
components are linked to serious human rights
abuses. Governments and businesses alike have
a responsibility to ensure their supply chains
are free from forced labour.

Hong Kong has undergone a dramatic
transformation since the introduction of the
National Security Law in 2020. Independent
media outlets have closed, civil society
organisations have disbanded, peaceful
activists and journalists have been imprisoned,
and freedoms once guaranteed under the “One
Country, Two Systems” framework have been
systematically dismantled.

Across mainland China, lawyers, journalists,
academics, labour activists and human

rights defenders continue to face arbitrary
detention, enforced disappearance and lengthy

prison sentences simply for exercising their
fundamental rights.

China’s growing global influence means these
abuses cannot be viewed as a domestic issue
alone. Amnesty has documented increasing
instances of transnational repression, including
surveillance and intimidation of diaspora
communities overseas, harassment of family
members in China and attempts to silence
critics living abroad.

Human rights must remain a central pillar of
Australia’s relationship with China. Australia
should consistently integrate human rights into
its diplomatic engagement with China, ensuring
that our concerns about Tibet, Xinjiang, Hong
Kong and broader civil and political freedoms
are embodied in our foreign, security, law
enforcement, trade and economic policies, and
raised at the highest levels with the Chinese
Government.

AFGHANISTAN: DEFENDING
THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN AND
GIRLS AND MINORITIES

Few human rights crises have unfolded as
rapidly and comprehensively as the erosion of
women’s and girls’ rights in Afghanistan.

Since the Taliban returned to power in

August 2021, women and girls have been
systematically excluded from almost every
aspect of public life. Girls are prohibited from
secondary and tertiary education. Women face
sweeping restrictions on employment, freedom
of movement, political participation and access
to public spaces.

These measures constitute a deliberate

system of institutionalised gender oppression
that Amnesty International has described as
amounting to gender persecution and has called
on the international community to recognise as
gender apartheid under international law.



T0 BE A BYSTANDER.

ZG> Bibi Arian Fakhriis a refugee from Afghanistan who fled after her father, a colonel in the former government,
was Killed. Arian now works as a Bilingual Support Assistant and volunteers with the Hazara Cultural Association

of Sydney, supporting migrants and refugees to learn English and navigate resettlement.
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Alongside gender-based repression, Afghanistan
continues to experience widespread arbitrary
detention, torture, restrictions on freedom of
expression, reprisals against journalists and
human rights defenders, and persecution of
ethnic and religious minorities.

Australia has demonstrated leadership
through humanitarian assistance and refugee
resettlement in recent years. However, much
more is required.

Australia should continue to support
international accountability mechanisms,
advocate for the recognition of gender apartheid
under international law, expand protection
pathways for individuals and groups at risk
and ensure that the rights of women and girls
in Afghanistan remain central to international
engagement with the Taliban. The international
community cannot allow the systematic
exclusion of half a country’s population to
become normalised.

MYANMAR: PROTECTING
RIGHTS FOR ROHINGYAS
AND THE PEOPLE OF
MYANMAR

Myanmar remains a protracted human rights
crisis. The military coup of February 2021
plunged the country into widespread armed
conflict and intensified decades of military
repression. Since then, Myanmar’s military has
carried out unlawful air strikes, extrajudicial
killings, arbitrary arrests, torture and attacks on
civilian populations across the country.

For the Rohingya people, however, this crisis
did not begin with the coup. For decades,
they have faced systematic discrimination,
persecution and statelessness. In 2017, the
Myanmar military launched a brutal campaign
of killings, sexual violence and village
destruction that forced more than 700,000
Rohingya to flee to neighbouring Bangladesh.

Amnesty International has concluded that these
crimes formed part of a campaign of crimes
against humanity.

Today, over one million Rohingya refugees
remain in overcrowded camps in Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh, with limited access to education
and no access to employment. Many have now
spent almost a decade living in uncertainty,
unable to return home safely. Inside Myanmar,
Rohingya communities continue to face
severe restrictions on movement, citizenship,
healthcare and education, while ongoing
conflict has created new risks for civilians
across Rakhine State.

AUSTRALIA'S ROLE IN
DEFENDING HUMAN RIGHTS

Australia has consistently argued that
international peace and prosperity depend upon
a strong international order. That commitment
must be reflected not only in Australia’s foreign,
security and trade policies, but also in its
defence of universal human rights.

Human rights should never be conditional on a
country’s economic importance or geopolitical
influence. Whether abuses are perpetrated by
the Chinese Government, the Taliban or the
Myanmar military, Australia’s response should
be guided by the same principles: consistency,
accountability and respect for international law.

By placing human rights at the centre of

its foreign policy and regional engagement,
supporting international justice mechanisms
and standing alongside those whose rights are
under attack, Australia can help strengthen
both regional stability and the international
system on which it depends.



STAND WITH
WHOSE RIGHTS AR
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> Noor Azizah is a Rohingya advocate, academic and educator. Born in Myanmar's Arakan State, she fled
persecution as a child and resettled in Sydney. She is Co-Executive Director of the Rohingya Maiyafuinor
Collaborative Network, a Rohingya-led, women-led and refugee-led organisation advancing human rights,
education, gender justice and refugee leadership.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
TO THE LABOR GOVERNMENT:
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EMBED HUMAN RIGHTS ACROSS ALL ASPECTS OF AUSTRALIA'S
FOREIGN POLICY, ENSURING THAT DIPLOMACY, TRADE, ECONOMY
AND STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS ARE CONSISTENTLY GUIDED BY
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW.

ADOPT A WHOLE-OF-GOVERNMENT APPROACH TO CHINA THAT
INTEGRATES HUMAN RIGHTS INTO ALL AREAS OF ENGAGEMENT,
CONSISTENTLY RAISING CONCERNS ABOUT TIBET, XINJIANG,
HONG KONG AND BROADER CIVIL AND POLITICAL FREEDOMS AT
THE HIGHEST LEVELS, WHILE STRENGTHENING PROTECTIONS
AGAINST TRANSNATIONAL REPRESSION TARGETING DIASPORA
COMMUNITIES IN AUSTRALIA.

CALL ON THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT TO REPEAL ITS ETHNIC
UNITY AND PROGRESS LAW TARGETTING TIBETANS AND UYGHURS.

STRENGTHEN AUSTRALIA'S RESPONSE TO FORCED LABOUR BY
PROHIBITING THE IMPORT OF GOODS MADE WHOLLY OR PARTLY
WITH FORCED LABOUR.



CHAMPION INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF GENDER
APARTHEID AND CONTINUE TO ADVOCATE FOR THE RIGHTS
OF WOMEN AND GIRLS IN AFGHANISTAN.

EXPAND HUMANITARIAN PROTECTION AND REFUGEE PATHWAYS
FOR PEOPLE FLEEING PERSECUTION IN AFGHANISTAN AND
MYANMAR, PRIORITISING THE MOST VULNERABLE INCLUDING
GIRLS AND WOMEN IN AFGHANISTAN AND ROHINGYA REFUGEES.

INCREASE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR COMMUNITIES
AFFECTED BY CONFLICT, PERSECUTION AND DISPLACEMENT
ACROSS THE REGION.

SUPPORT INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY FOR SERIOUS HUMAN
RIGHTS AND HUMANITARIAN LAW VIOLATIONS BY STRENGTHENING
UNITED NATIONS MECHANISMS AND BACKING INTERNATIONAL

COURTS AND OTHER INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTABILITY PROCESSES.

20
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INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
8

Decades of unlawful occupation,
apartheid and impunity have created
the conditions for recurring cycles of
violence and displacement in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory.

Amnesty International has documented
evidence that Hamas and other Palestinian
armed groups committed war crimes during
the attacks in southern Israel on 7 October
2023, including deliberate killings,
hostage-taking and indiscriminate rocket
attacks. These atrocities constitute serious
violations of international humanitarian
law and must be investigated, with those
responsible held accountable. However,
they can never justify Israel's subsequent
violations of international law.

Following an extensive investigation

into Israel's military offensive, Amnesty
International concluded that Israel has
committed and continues to commit
genocide against Palestinians in the
occupied Gaza Strip. Drawing on
interviews with victims and witnesses, field
investigations, satellite imagery, forensic
analysis and official statements by Israeli
political and military leaders, Amnesty
found sufficient evidence that Israel has
committed acts prohibited under the
Genocide Convention with the specific
intent to destroy Palestinians in Gaza,

in whole or in part.

Israel's military campaign has caused
catastrophic civilian harm on an
unprecedented scale. Tens of thousands of
Palestinians, including thousands of children,
have been killed. Entire neighbourhoods,
hospitals, schools, water systems, and other
civilian infrastructure have been destroyed.
Nearly all of Gaza's population has been
repeatedly displaced into increasingly confined
areas where access to food, water, shelter and
healthcare has been systematically denied.

Despite legally binding orders from the
International Court of Justice requiring Israel
to facilitate humanitarian aid, life-saving
assistance continues to be obstructed.

The crisis extends beyond Gaza. Across the
occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem,
Israeli authorities have dramatically accelerated
settlement expansion, land confiscation

and the forced displacement of Palestinian
communities. Amnesty International's recent
research documents a state-led campaign of
ethnic cleansing targeting Palestinian Bedouin
and herding communities through settlement
expansion, demolitions, movement restrictions
and escalating settler violence carried out with
state support and near-total impunity. These
actions amount to the war crime of unlawful
transfer and the crime against humanity of
forcible transfer and further entrench lIsrael's
system of apartheid.

Australia has consistently affirmed its
commitment to a rules-based international
order. That commitment must be reflected in its
response to the Occupied Palestinian Territory.
International law cannot be applied selectively.
Australia should uphold the Genocide
Convention, international humanitarian law

and the international human rights system by
supporting accountability for all crimes under
international law, regardless of the perpetrator.



Israel’s military campaign
has caused catastrophic
civilian harm on an
unprecedented scale.

@ The March for Humanity in solidarity with Palestinians at the Sydney Harbour Bridge in August 2025.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
TO THE LABOR GOVERNMENT:
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IMPOSE TARGETED SANCTIONS, INCLUDING TRAVEL BANS AND
ASSET FREEZES, ON ISRAELI OFFICIALS DIRECTLY IMPLICATED IN
GENOCIDE, APARTHEID, UNLAWFUL OCCUPATION AND THE ETHNIC
CLEANSING OF PALESTINIANS, INCLUDING PRIME MINISTER
BENJAMIN NETANYAHU AND OTHER KEY MINISTERS.

SUPPORT ACCOUNTABILITY FOR ALL CRIMES UNDER
INTERNATIONAL LAW BY ACTIVELY BACKING INVESTIGATIONS
AND PROSECUTIONS THROUGH THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL
COURT, THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE AND OTHER
INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISMS.

BAN TRADE, INVESTMENT AND ASSISTANCE THAT CONTRIBUTES
TO OR IS DIRECTLY LINKED TO ISRAEL'S UNLAWFUL OCCUPATION,
APARTHEID, ILLEGAL SETTLEMENTS AND ETHNIC CLEANSING,
INCLUDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH STATE INSTITUTIONS INVOLVED
IN MAINTAINING THE SETTLEMENT ENTERPRISE.



REGULATE AUSTRALIAN COMPANIES TO ENSURE THEY DO

NOT CONTRIBUTE TO OR PROFIT FROM ISRAEL'S UNLAWFUL
OCCUPATION, APARTHEID OR ILLEGAL SETTLEMENTS, INCLUDING
BY PROHIBITING BUSINESS ACTIVITIES CONNECTED TO
SETTLEMENTS IN THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY.

BAN THE DIRECT AND INDIRECT TRANSFER OF ARMS, DEFENCE
MATERIEL AND SECURITY EQUIPMENT TO ISRAEL WHERE THERE
IS A SUBSTANTIAL RISK THEY COULD BE USED TO COMMIT OR
FACILITATE SERIOUS VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW.

STRENGTHEN DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS TO PROTECT PALESTINIAN
COMMUNITIES, PREVENT FORCED DISPLACEMENT AND SUPPORT
THE SAFE RETURN OF PALESTINIANS UNLAWFULLY DISPLACED
FROM THEIR HOMES AND LANDS.
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@ Amnesty staff and activists at climate rally in Sydney.
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